MONMY. Qciober 30, 2000Q.

PCBs cross the line

By Jason umdnu
Rome-Naws-Tuno Stefl Writer |
NarndidQAN-T.oom / 2 4ITY

Where the pr
Centra{ Elemontary School

- ends, a hazardons waste sito

bealm They're separated by a
chatn link fence topped with
" barbed wire, but connected by
adralnage diteh that carrled a
probable human careinogen.
More than pizce in Rote,
this propettiy ne contrasts
what heg and hasgnotbeen .

10142213

QT

orty of West

doha 1o mwmgnte and ollm(
nate al loast 23 years of known

contarinstion firom polychlort- .
- nated blphenyls (PCB#).

Onone side of the fence isthe
elmedGeneml Elactric Medl-
um Transformers ptant where
PCB: w used aspn Insolat-

in eansformers from
stnlm The laellity laa

hazardous waite site regulated

by the iete Environmental
Protection Division (EPD)
under !im Reasource Consecva:
tiona Beco‘_xx_A_z_LRCRA)

¢inoe tHe mid-1900s. .

On the other side of the feace:

s a dense and overgrown

wooded aroes, {lie back yardof )

West Ceniral Elementary
School.

Reooont (ests by the federal -
Environmeéntat Protection
Agency indicate lowlevels of
PCBs at an undlsclosed loea-
uut;’on sahﬁolrpt;f‘ oﬁypo“

About balfo pre yon
the GE side of the boundary .
lina ig free from PCB contam}-
nation and roa.dy for lndmtrlal

" GE Ro """

e n]

SLIPFING THROUGH
THE CRACKS

This e part two ¢of & seriag

examping chemical contamination
! &om tho Qoneml Electido Maddum
! Tranaformess plard én Romve.

l Today: PCBs In Solis

. development, the sompany

says, becauseo It voluntserlly

" exenvated gloag the dralnage

ditch, removing soil and sedl-

ment contalning PCBs

,A200-foot clearing aswide ss

an interstate shows the ﬁ:ﬂmf

the cleanup. It follows t

diteti on GE property, then

stops Jike an unfinished rond
e fenco. On ths otherside

is Weut Centra} Elementary

School. Because {t wats volun-
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SLIPPING THROUGH THE CRACEKS
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T ®would not consider the ! More than 3,000 camples of

. . i° festingtobeexhaustiveand . soi] and sediment were collect-
s , . . what is necessary compared to ' ed during the cleanap. Fewer
' what {s going to bé done.” gald  .:t2anadozensamples have :
. , . Jim Ussery, program manager been taken over tha years at
' ' of EPD's Harardous Waste = _West Central Elementary
cross . Branck. . . + School sinee the GE plant
’ . -+ Someofthe dirt fromthe - = became a hazardous waste site
_ ' - massive groupd movirg opers- (P . ' .
the I i n e . tomat@E's property was 50 ~ :State requlators say
. : . contaminated that no landfill : ingi
. " {3 Georgin could legally accapt ) rr:ore t-es?lng. is needed
o 'it, Heavily contaminated soil . . Since It is unlikely that sotl/
Fom 1A ) ;wubauledtogspacinl lacdfill. isedlme;;contmmqt:on‘_
: Eundreds of miles away Lo :stopped at the property .ne,
3 Emolle. Ala. The majority of : EPDorGEneeds to take soil
tary, GE was notrequiredto . . the dirt, however, had lower _and sediment samples down-
_eontipne ite projact fasther ! levels of contamination and » #ream of the GE property
downstream. _. was depastted at a landfill in linc,” Bob Pieree, a veteran
Roma school officialy were -Ball Grourd, Ga. ) -+ geologist with the EPD, wrote
+old in 1996 that contaminatior.  ~  Tests collected after the « almost a year 3go.
. at West Central Elementary _cleanup showed the project. . . p 22 D220 1999, memo
School acd West End Elemaes- 23S a success. PCB concemtra- . hieice warned tha! PCBs were
. tary School, which alsois iz the.  Bous onthe undaveloped prov--» detécted |2 a groundwater
. path af nra of four GE drmnag erty that GE owns — appzoti- monitorinz well on GE proper-
dttohes. was barely detectable malely 118 acres of the BB acre L mezmWest Caatral Mlome
* or a0t presont at all. What they facility — dropped below the _ tary School. Kis memo conctud-
weren't told was that more test:  * State’s reportable Lovel cf 153 ed. “Itis not known if we are
wers teeded. ' - parts per million (ppm), said Looking ar 1501atéd 1nstances of
GE collacted eight soil sam- = Rlchard Leser, pldut maunger contamination ar just the 4o of
ples from West Centrul in 1868 who oversaas cleanup atthe GE - the icebers. .
and detected no PCBs, but " facility. (Dpm measures the | Itissull uaknown. More moo-
- oight {s nct enough. state regu- amount of PCBs ir a milliog itoring away from the manufac-
1ztors say. _parts of sofl) '| turing facility is needed, 3ays

the EPD and the U.S. Enviton-

—aastal Mowts atlae A ~ao o
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The playground at West Central Elementary School abuts a wooda. The graund sl
the woods tg the dralnage altch flowing from GE property a faw hundred feet avwe

whichis conductingan - Lowe's discovered the high
Expanded Site Investigatinn nf’. | conceatration whilo aondust-

migration pathways to the :
Cooss River. Full results ffom ' : the Lowe’s property wers rela-
the testing were unavailabla at’ ] tively low. The ¢dmpany took 16
_the time of this report. BOWaY- : <4il sgmples in 1995, and the

“ur, officlals did confirma? | highast concentration was 8.3
‘ppmrexdingat West Central. pom, [t wasn't untl 1999, after
EPA would not say bow 2Ry . | tha company had taken many

tasts were taken there or from
where on the proparty the sam- |
ples camao. .

. Through an izdépendeont
envircnmontal consulting Srm,
EPA in the 1880s investigated
migrstion of PCBs through
-drainage ways into the Coosa
River. The censulting irm )
reported that regulatory action

.. more samples and located a
previcusly unknown draicage
pathway, that the high reading
of 7,010 ppm %8s found.

GE ofYicials cay thie high con~
centration was discovered
beneath a paved parkinglot
and does not pose a publie
health risk. GE also has ques-
tioned the a¢euracy of rome

atthe Ceoca should fall under ! testingdoneatLowe's
federal superfund laws and aot o . ) :
the state-rua RCRA program. | Children may be more
rgre an ¢ 5t oge
remains under state resuia- Fens‘tlve to pO"UmntS
tion. . * Research shows that children
Initial testing does pot always | may be mores secaitive to pollu-

show the extant of contaming- -
tion. Outside of the manufac-
turing facility, the highest con-

tants than aduits. :
A recent article entftled

|
!
%
|
|
|
|
I
|

centration of PCBs that have June 19, 2000, issue of U.S.
boon found is 7,010 ppm. It was | Newssaid studies sugsest that
i disrrered alene aa old oxtromely low levels of chemi-
. drainag= way at the now closed | calslike Lipsana meareury
i Lowe’s Bujlding Supply prop- could affect the developicg
i a0y, The pie 1¢ southwest | human brain
i of the GE plant oif Redmond Upset by the lacx of testing,
| Cirele and shares a drainage ] _
| ditch with the plant that emp- | statz regulators are speaiing
| Hes icto Horseleg Creex , qut. “We asked them to doit.
i Lowe'sls suing GE bacanse of | EPD geologist Pierce said.

ing its own tests. Inftial tests at |

“Kids at Risk"~published in the !

R . el
Kevin Qualic / Fome News.TMaure

epes downward through
.

““They {GE) stopped at the
fcmco, anad it'e not rookat €qi-
ence to figure out... You 2an go
to the frnee and look at it
Beyond the fence, nothing bas
been done. You need Lo go
beyond the fence, but thay say
thatis a RCRA issne,” he said.

n other words, GE will do it if
the gtats orders it, then
enforces the order
* Parents of children who
-attend or have attended West
Caoatra) Elcmcntar; Selool
should be concerned butnot

: alarmed. ingists the EPD. “I

i

. think they should be coneerned

about cinldrex playing in a
drainage grea downstream

-from an industrial facility.,”

Ussery of the ZPD said. At West
Conrral Elementary, the play-
ground borders 2 wooded area
-through whick the ditch flows.
At West Cen'ral Elementary.
pants of a acother ditch mean-
der through the plagground
itself. '
According to the federal
Ageney for Toxic Substances
and Disease Control (ATSDR),

| 0
chili.‘mc?%%ivggmu lth .ic

©amourts o
I skip if they come in contact

with the substancs ¢r ingest

| contamirnated soil. Food coata-

|

- gspaciallyat the schools, some | pmiparion, however. is the most

likely voute of exposure in chil-
dren and aduits.
“Children who live near haz-



&mlmmmmatwmmsemm%od south-
sast of GE properey. EPD recommenda morm testing at this sonool
mdnwmwsd\od,mmdih-pm o

ardous waste sites may be
1 exposad by playing at these
| sttes and touchiny and uaun.g
i soil that contains PCBs... Chil
! dren who live near hazardoua
: waste sites should be discour-
: aged from playing in the dirt
| nearthese gites and should not
! Dl&? in areas whero thare wau a
i transformer fire, In addition,
. children shonld be discour-

+ aged from eating dirt, and eare- :

i ful hand washing pncuces

' should be folowed,” the - -
| ATSDR's toxicologiea! profile
P for PCBs seys.

. 4 drainage ditches
| carried PCBs off site

Historically, PCBs migrated
i from the GE mamufacturing
. facility through one of four
| drainage ditehes or t.hrog%h the !
¢ity’s sewer system. Two
! drainage ditches flowed into
" Little Dry Creek and two

eveatually emptiad into the
Ccosa River, the first river in
Georgia where commereial
fishing was banned because of
contamination by PCBs. The -
ban wen: ipto effect in 1976 and ;
remains today. -

Datweoen 1353, when the GE
marnufacruring plact opened,

ol 1007, whon it [irA commect
od o the Rome sewer treat-
mernt plant, untreated raw
rewwagc saturwted with TNOD>
mray bave been piped directly
(nto Littie Dry Creeak, which
spills into the Oostanaula
River and then dumps into the
Coosa River.

flowad into Horseleg Creek. All ¢

" GE says the raw sewage emp-
tied directly into the Coosa
River, not the creek, but city
officials from the time say the
untreated sewage was piped
1010 the creek by way of the
drainage ditehas.

The former superintendent of
the Rome waste treatment .

- facility recalls it elearly.

Before 1865 sludge from GE
weat into Little Dry CreeX with-

out any treatment, Jim Fincher -

5ays. .

‘Little Dry Creek spillsinto
the Qostanawla across theriver
and about 30 feet downstreant .
from the city’s water intake
supply. EPD reports that sedt-
ment takea at the intake valve
in 1974 showed low levels of
PCBs. More recent tests have
detected no PCBs. :

Seciment tests from 1878
show that the highest concan-
trations of PCBs in drainage
ditches wers found at the south
forz of Little Dry Creek near
Woodbire Ave. The Righest
reading at the {ime was 101
ppm

“It doesnt sound lixa thatisa !

sewer kind of thing to me.”
GE'3 Lestersaid of the 1976
i ficdings, “because ic the sewer

line you cotld actually get pure

PCBs maveling fromthe plant
into ~~haraver it diachergad,
which I believe isthe river. 1
would think the leve! would be

Ligt. o then the highest thing
found here.”

Hunper ilieor ety have
been adre
tle Iiry Creek during the lata
1vouUs or eany 19(Us tnat wonld
4 have decreased the concentra-
tions before the 1978 tests,

Blnyd Courty Commiasianar
{ Gany Fricks grew up on Wood-
: I bine Aveque. The creek ran
through and occasionally
flocded bis backyard. It way
ricks’ playground.

W wywld Lwild Jdaass T 1,
ke said. “We would take a shov-
elang boardagsann trvinhuild n
dam. Thul wus hcw we eoter
tained owrselves. 1 would bave
felt loft out if we didn't bave a
arcalsim ewr backyard Licausr
back then people didnt have
swimming pnol:.-

Chlldhood playmatm
5 struck ‘Texas Tea’

It was common, Fricks sald,
for him and Lis nstghborhood
friends to gtrike what he
deseribed as “Texa<Tea,” a
' thiek layer of 0il embedded in
. the creek bottom ard banks.
Although Fricks bas no way of
identifying the substance,
PCBs are an oi] based liquid
and tbey are Xnown to be it the
i cnlot entombed in sediment or

s01
| " “Tie s0il would stink and
i would be saturated with oil,”

i Fricks recallad. “Then as we
! duglown we would find big
I ; pockets of what looked like ail.
: Ourjoke was that we had
| struckoil.”
© Fricks remembers a iractar
. with a bucXet broadening the

i drainage ditch when he wasa

teenazer. between the late
. 1960~ ard early 1970s. “This
thing weat from a drainage
diteh to a twenty foot wide
chanael ” Fricks said. “We
would go and watch them dig it
1. every day. [t was & big event
i whet: you had something like
that hagpen in your back yard.”

Thi* Reme Naws-Tribuno
coukl find po records of 2
chapae!l widening project at
Littl: Dry Creeig and several

Rome city officials from the
Ghia wowid uyt i'gCAIrsaer

proicct.

Because PCBs are-a probable
can vinvgsy, Conuulssioner
Fricks questions {f the chemi-
cals’ presence might explain s
rash of cancersin his home and
oeighborbooed. His father had
prostate cancer azd was

dredging project at Lit. -

"



cancar Hls mather diad of a
rare cancer that killed her days
after she-was diagnosed. A
next-door-neighbor who often
played with Pricks in thccxeek

Aled Uf Lainin CROCOT.

PCBs have bean detacted -
predominantly in smmall con-
centrations — along Little Doy
Creekand Horseleg Creek
where they have been difcov-
ered at residential neighbor-
hoods, parks, commerial prop-
Arties, bwn elements ¥ schools
‘and at ihe former Wast Rome
Jr. Eigh and Eigh 3chool, .
which is at presaat day Wal-

; Mapt,

PCBs wers datected in very
low concanirations in 1996,
under & swiogsot as Wast End
Elements-y School. Four sam-.
ples wer=taken, .

" The bazardons waste was .
detectod thig year.in elevated

concontrations at Tolbert Park ,
nea; where 2 sewer line intar-

sects with Little Dry Creek Of
3¢ locations sampled, three
~«ere above the 1.55 ppm notifi-
cation limit. Concerntrations
ranged from non-datactabla to
38 ppm, the EPD says

GE voluntarily re.movcd soxl
from the three areas. It was the
firgt timre GE had voluntarily
removed soil not on its manu-
facturing facility, and althoush
the EPD sayt testing at Tolbert
Park was not extensive, chil-
dren were seen playing in the
creek lesgs thana week after the
removal.

Another area of high contam:-
pation j$ a yacan: parce!l
betwaen Lowe’s and Wal-Mart
Much of the land i8 owned by
GE, which purchased the prop-
erty from the Trust Company

GE Rome

Bunk demanded G¥ buy the | understanding of contamina-

prope:ity after it discovered | tHon sway from the manufactur-
On"scltz’trmom of 2,530 ppm | ing f1ctlity — in drainage ditch-
aca ppm €3, creeks, rivers and groand-
“Bgeayee the GE facility is reeks, rive gro

watet— Ussery said, “Current-
Iy st CE thaere ip insufficfont
irformation for us taconelude

claexly retponcibla for the
PCBs ard other contaminants

detecreq at the property on i thatthere {2 2o human expo-
March 1,1995, we eanza totter | ¢ uy or thal there is no
to the GE facility demanding | syoundwater contamination
hat the General Electrie Com- | offgite ” EPD cfficials could

- pany either remediate or pur- not estimat2 how long it would
chase the property,” an attors | g3kg them to determins the
ney for the bank Informed the | oxtent of human oxpocurs or-
EPD in a letter datad Mareh 3, | croandwater contamication.

The Georgia Corporation GE says it will clean up

nwns land adjnining the Trust

Company property. Concentra- oit-she contaminauon

tons ranging from 3,13% ppm Coramarcial property owners
and 2,870 ppm ware detected near the GE man

there. 1] plant witk contaminated soil

* Lowe’s, the ’I‘rust Compacy | have heen informed that GE
and Georgia Corporation share | asswnes responsibility, said
adrainage ditch with Wal-Mar: ;| Stephen Ramsay, vies-presi-
and Wast End Elementary 1 dent of corporate environmen-
School Two samples from a i| tal programs at GE.

drainage ditch at the Wal-Mart |

“We have twold them that the
property showed concentra- |

investigation costs and cleanup

Boungof 75 ppmand 8.3 ppm. - | ecos‘s fall on us unless we find
Before the Wal-Mart site was 7 something that either they've
gradad, the city of Rome took done or contaminstion that
soil samplaes there and found a | doesn’t come from-our proper-
ccncentration of 20 ppm, A ty,” Ramsey said. “To the

of this was never filed
with the EPD.

Little sediment data ig avail-
able on the Coosa River. The
few reports that there are show
recanl levels below 12,1 pom at
Mayo’s Bar Lock and Dam. But
Richard Lester of GE says more
testing could be dons. .

“We roally had to look hard
for this,” ke said, as be alluded
10 3 chart that demonstrateda

extent that we are talking
adoyut PCBs.and other material
that came from our plant site, I
tsink everyone knows who has
property around here that we
are azswming mponsibmty for
them.™

- dowpward trerd of PCBs tn
‘sediment in the Coosa River.

The information was bard to
find, he said, because there
wasatmuch of it “again L

thinkitgindicative of the low |
‘| levels they tha BPD) have

i /| found,” he said. “They haven’t

SLIPPII\’G THROUGH
“ THE CRACKS
Thig I3 part two of @ series
from the Generd Electric Medfum
Transtormaors pint in Rome.
. COMING TUESDAY
PCBg Spread In Slutge

gone back and done extensive

[ sampling on & regular basis.”

Ut tne rIVer sedumeont ftam-
ples, none are deep core sam-
‘ples. Jim Ussery of the EPD
said, Deep core samples anadle
the EPD to 529 what the PCB
concenrrations arg.severa! feat
below the first layer of sedi-
ment, and they would halp the
agency date the heaviest peri-
ods of ¢oulumination.

“That is.something we would
like to do,” Ussary said. “I

| think everybody feels the PCBs

aretberw, tha! it has sort of
becu sucapsuiatea 48 DEW seda-
mjent_co\.r_e:s. it over:” .
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Prachucts: Agptiances, ighdng prod-
uc‘ts.lnms‘nalauxomatmpmducts

mdmmloqu{prmn\m\nm
power ganeration and dekvery prod-
uets, nudlear Power RPPON ser
vioag anxg fue! assembiled, commes.
cial and miktery aircraft jot engines,
and enginoered mateials such as
claatias, slicones and superabra-
alve ngustrial damonds.

Medium Trenstoemers plant
in Rome: Opaned in 1952, Used
PCBs from 195310 1977. Qoeed in
1998. Listed a3 & hazardous waste
hamywxsmgﬂamdbymmw
Emvironmercal Protection Oivision
under $he Resaucs end Conserva-
ﬁmRteovryAa(FwM).
Lnﬂrm/GERmampmnmd
In its cleanup actvity by ta taw firrh
of ing and 8pakding, of which for-
.Sam Nunn is a partner. In
19q7&mrmmwnmeus Sen-
&t fOr 28 yaars, Nunn walked awy
from gofitics. That same year, he

. wax nmed 1o the QF board of

Giraceers, which has 16 memoers,
and GE Rome anncunced s many-
facturing was closing.
Nunn !s aiso & director of The Coca
Cola Corrpany, Dedl Computer Zor-
poration, Imamet Securtity Systerns
Qreup Inc., Natonal Servics Indus-
algs Inc., Sciantific-Asarts Inc., Tex-

- ac¢ inc. ard Tota! Systarr Sarvices

Ine.
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